Chair’s report to the Parish Meeting April 2020
How things have changed for us all since January’s meeting! At the time, we were only just beginning
to hear about problems in Wuhan, and here WE are living through lockdown. There are so many
positives coming out of it though, not least the way our own community has opened its arms to do
whatever is needed supporting those in isolation. I am hearing from residents who have lived here for
a very long time say that they feel “the old community spirit has come back!” It would be nice to
think, going forward, that everyone’s generosity “is for life – not just for lockdown!” Many are
agreeing on a big village get-together once restrictions are lifted. We may have to wear name badges
though because we have connected with many more people by name, but not necessarily face-toface at the moment!
Since the last meeting white lines have been repainted on the road, graffiti
has been painted over on the railway bridge and drains and gullies have been
cleared. We have been provided with litter picking kits which are available to
anyone who feels like going out to clear the verges. Thanks go to Gina &
Graham Handsley who have been doing this quite regularly and logging the amount collected with
the South Leics Litter Wombles. Regarding the railway bridge, it seems the bridge tagging may have
been a final ‘swan song’ from the late-night users as there has been no signs of their presence since.
Their rubbish, that was thrown down the canal bank, has also been cleared by Network Rail.
On 3rd February we received an email from Norman Proudfoot (Joint Chief Executive
HDC) informing that – “all seven district councils in Leicestershire have written to the
Rt Hon Robert Jenrick, Secretary of State for the Ministries for Housing, Communities
and Local Government to say that we are supportive of an East Midlands Combined
Authority and welcome further discussions.” (see attachment for copy of letter).
We have received more information on Mobile Vehicle Activation Signs (MVAS)
at a cost of £3000 each with £250 per new post installation if no suitable post
already in place. We will investigate how we can take this matter forward. As you
know, we raised the Parish Precept amount in October in order to help finance
these, but were then advised by the Parish Advisory Council that Parish Meetings
were not allowed to use the Precept for traffic signs. While we found this odd,
we cannot change that. Apparently it is possible for 3rd party bodies to fund the
signs so we will be pursuing this with other village groups while we use the
Precept for other Parish causes as usual.
Following another accident at Wistow crossroads last week, Graham has written to Highways once
more, asking if they will look at a solution for this accident blackspot again.
After an attempted, though unsuccessful, break-in along Glen Road, Bal Bahia has set-up a Whatsapp
group for villagers in Newton Harcourt only. If you would like to join it, ask Graham or myself for Bal’s
number. The idea is that if you wanted to get a message to the community quickly, this would be a
way of doing so as everyone in the contact list would receive your message at the same time.
Whatsapp is a free downloadable message service for mobile phones. Thank you to Bal for getting
this set up so quickly.

Likewise, our Facebook group is now up to 82 members. It has proved invaluable during lockdown for
people asking for / offering help. There is a fabulous, and heart-warming, feeling of community spirit
which is echoed around the village. This is exactly how village communities should be!
Scrubs for the NHS – a nationwide group has sprung into action and are making scrubs
for the NHS. As you are aware, kit is in short supply for our hospital frontline workers.
People are donating cotton bedding which can be cut up and sewed into scrubs. If you
would like to help by either donating fabric, cutting out, sewing, washing & ironing
finished scrubs, crocheting / knitting ear savers (which allow mask straps to be hooked
over buttons rather than sore ears!) then please get in touch with me for further
details. Jo Mansfield is the drop-off and collection point for fabric. Presently, we are sending
complete sets to Jennie (The Old Post Office) who has a plastic collection box by the front door. She is
taking them to her cousin who works at Glenfield ITU & reports that they are desperate for scrubs. If
baking is your skill, why not pop some Brownies or biscuits into the box as a gift for the hard-working
nursing staff!
…………………………………………………………………
LCC Grass cutting update
“The Councils grass cutting programme for rural verges (outside of urban/village areas) commenced
on the 20th of April. To begin with we will only be cutting the grass in rural areas where it impacts on
road user’s visibility. Our approach will be reviewed regularly to ensure that we are continuing to
meet the national guidance on safe working and social distancing, whilst meeting customer
expectations and highway safety requirements.”
…………………………………………………………
As the original plans for a village celebration for
VE Day 75 Years have been cancelled, it is still
important that we commemorate the date. So,
let’s get the bunting out, raise the flags, dress in
red, white and / or blue and have a front garden
picnic! 12pm – 4pm. Home schoolers can get
busy making posters and flags as part of Literacy
& Art!!!
The theme is 1945 – so if you have period
costume - wear it! Play tracks from the era in
your vicinity.
There are lots of ideas for the special event
including recipes and sound tracks here …
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/plan-your-ve-dayparty/
and here … https://www.englishheritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/visit/ve-day75/eh-ve-day-at-home-pack.pdf

…………………………………………………………….
Before I hand over to village groups, please can I re-iterate what Graham Handsley sent through last
week – we are in need of a replacement secretary to the Parish Meeting. Graham has done a
wonderful job over recent years and we have worked really well together. He will step away from the
post but is willing to take on the treasurer’s role for us. I cannot manage both Chair and Secretary
jobs as we do them now. We are only obliged to hold two Parish Meetings a year, although we
currently hold four. At the next physical meeting, we will be asking for your support to reduce the
number of meetings, in the hope that the vacant post will be more appealing to A.N.Other. There are
no qualifications or prior experience needed to step into this volunteer role. There is no minimum
time for having lived in the village either! When we bought our house from Brian Jarman, five years
ago, he told me I needed to replace him as secretary of The Reading Room Committee so I stepped
straight into the job from Day 1!!! I’m not a fan of officialdom – we are informal and friendly. Come
& join our little team which keeps the village updated with news and makes sure that our tiny village
is not forgotten when part of the bigger picture!
Julie Guiver – Chair of Wistow-cum-Newton Harcourt Parish Meeting
……………………………………………………
Updates from groups
Richard Brooks – Wistow Hall
Wistow Crossroads – another nasty accident on Monday between car and motorbike, despite the
new speed restrictions and signage. A roundabout would look inappropriate there, but Highways
could stagger the junction as with the other crossroads on the Glen Road, albeit taking land and
moving hedges etc.
Relating to last Chair’s Report – I have now met John Ryan and also requested that he attend to the
ditch and verge opposite Four Seasons. He hoped to do something there with his digger this week.
Otherwise Wistow farming continues and the lambs are out in fields now so another reminder to dog
walkers that dogs should be on leads when in the Meadows. The Mediterranean Deli is open and
arranging deliveries, and Ken Bailey garden centre is closed but also doing lots of home deliveries.
………………………………………………..
Jo Mansfield – Reading Room
The Reading Room dates back to 1912 when several corrugated buildings were put up by Lord
Cotttesloe from Wistow Hall, to store paintings . Around 1920 Walter Tyrell and Herbert Tilley and
other men in the village asked Lord Cottesloe if the new redundant building could be used for a
Billiards Room and Reading Room Institute, which was agreed. It then served as the village meeting
place .
On the 29th September 1960 the Reading Room was given a 99 years lease by Lord Cottesloe, with
three Trustees being appointed and a committee of management consisting of groups appointed
within the village and Wistow. With a peppercorn rent.

These rules and the constitution still exist and are adhered to.
The present committee is as follows
Richard Brooks. Trustee. Representing the PCC
Anthony Goddard. Trustee. Treasurer.
Jo Mansfield. Trustee. Chairman. Representing. WI
Julie Guiver. Secretary. Representing Parish Council.
Roger Jones . (Vice Chairman). Representing Poor Lands.
Catronia Scott. representing FNH.
Diane Taylor. Member
There used to be a representative from the Mothers Union, but this sadly no longer exists.
The Committee of Management meet four times a year, usually the Monday before the Parish
Council Meeting. The AGM is normally held in June, when all villagers from Newton and Wistow are
invited to attend. This is followed by a Committee Meeting.
The aim of the Committee is to maintain the Reading Room, for the use of everyone in the Parish.
The Reading Room is our only facility in the village. It is used by the Parish Council for their quarterly
Meetings. Polling Station. WI. Art Class. Birthday parties, Harvest Supper, fund raising events by
other organisations, Art exhibitions Information events etc. we even once had a wedding reception!
Of course the maintenance costs, and bills for insurance, water, heating, PAT testing etc have to be
met. This has been done by fund raising events, some of you will remember our last one the Quiz
Evening. At this point I must say how fortunate we are to have had the support of the FNH, without
whose help we would not have achieved the projects that have been undertaken over many years.
Theses being, the Disabled access, toilets and Baby changing. New toilets. A grant was given by
Harborough Building Society to help-achieve this. Last year our very much needed kitchen, which
again , a grant was applied for from HDC. We also in past years received monies from the Precept.
Our next project is a new roof. This is estimated to cost £25/30.000 .
At our last committee meeting each member went away with a charity/organisation to contact to
raise these funds. This is on hold at present as the criteria of these organisations has changed due to
the present circumstances. Looking to I hope the not too distant future this will be resumed. May I
ask you all therefore if there is anyone who has knowledge, understanding, contacts etc to help,
please contact me. If there is anyone who is interested in being an active member of the committee,
again please let me know.
Just to remind you. We are part of the Harborough Lotto. For every £1 you pay for a ticket 50p
comes directly into our bank account. Plus you might win!
https://www.harboroughlotto.co.uk/
………………………………………………..
Gina Handsley – Poor’s Land
Many villages have their version of a Poor’s Land charity, its purpose is to offer support to village
residents in need.
In 1772 an Act was passed by King George 111 that landowners should put aside a piece of land for
the sole use of the poor. At that time this would have been people working on the land and servants
of the landowners. The Newton Harcourt Poor’s Land is 10.64 acres and known as Cow Moor, this is
situated on the right of Newton Lane in the direction of Wigston.

In 1882 the land was placed in Trust and then managed by the Parish. The residents paid a small rent
for their plot and annually any profit made was distributed by the Parish to its residents in need.
In 1900 the value of the rent collected was £11 17sh 9.5d, of which £9 was given to the vicar to
purchase clothing vouchers for village residents in need, this was known as the Clothing Club. The
annual distribution of clothing vouchers continued until 1963 when it was decided to distribute the
income by giving a Christmas cash payment. In that year 22 residents each received 17sh 6d.
Village residents using the land as an allotment diminished and in 1960 the land was rented to a local
farmer; this practice continues to this day. In 1971 with the move to decimalisation 24
residents received £1.25 each.
In 1977 the Charities Commission required the Parish to nominate Trustees to manage the Poor’s
Land charity. The Trustees are required to report annually to the Parish Meeting.
The current Trustees are:
Rachel Kellett Chair
Gina Handsley Secretary/Treasurer (07977 578 388)
Phyllis Snell
Roger Jones

The Trustees meet each December to consider distribution of income and to review the annual rent
charged which is currently £1000 per annum. The number of beneficiaries has reduced throughout
the years. For example, in 1990 there were 14, now there are 2 who each receive an annual
Christmas payment of £225. The Trustees of the Poor’s Land charity also make an annual charitable
payment to a good cause with the remaining income. For example, in recent times, we have given to
Help the Heroes, LOROS and the village Reading Room.
Requests for assistance from the fund can be considered at any time. If any village resident feels that
they are experiencing financial hardship they should contact the Secretary knowing it will be treated
in the strictest confidence (names of beneficiaries are never shared outside of the Trustees).
Gina Handsley, Secretary
……………………………………………

Susan Pulsford Secretary Newton Harcourt WI
Newton Harcourt WI was founded, in the village, in 1922 and has been running successfully with a
monthly meeting since then. The meetings are held monthly, on the second Tuesday of each month,
in the Reading Room formerly named the Village Hall.
At present we have around 20 enthusiastic members who are fully involved in WI activities locally and
county wide. Due to current Government Restrictions our monthly meeting has been suspended but
I, as Secretary, am endeavouring to keep regular contact with each member in order to sustain
interest and commitment. Through the years members have been involved in helping and supporting

the Rainbows Hospice at Loughborough and at present some members are in the process of
crocheting woollen hearts to be used at Leicester Glenfield Hospital. These hearts will be used in
pairs, one for a Coronavirus patient and the other for a member of his/her family as a 'bond' between
them. Members have also been instrumental in raising considerable amounts of money for the British
Legion and Children in Need. Under normal circumstances members share outings, lunches and great
fellowship. At the monthly meeting we usually have a speaker. These speakers are invited for their
knowledge, experience and, sometimes, purely for entertainment value. There is a great camaraderie
among the membership. We enjoy quiz evenings, theatre visits and practical demonstrations.
We are open for new members especially those who live locally.
For any further information :
Mrs Jill Pierce - President - Tel : 0116/2887705
Mrs Susan Pulsford - Secretary - Tel : 0116/2812039
………………………………………………………
Catriona Scott - Friends of Newton Harcourt (FNH)
The Friends of Newton Harcourt was founded in 1978 by Colin Garratt to preserve and protect the
village for the benefit of the inhabitants. Conservation of the countryside and historic features within
the village has been at the forefront of its activities over the years. FNH became a registered charity
in 1982. In 1985 the Goddard family gifted Gypsy Wood on the parish border to FNH as a source of
firewood and conservation area. The wood is no longer safe to access, has not been used for its
original purposes for many years and is very expensive to insure and maintain. It has no monetary
value and for these reasons FNH is currently trying to legally gift it to the farmer who owns the
adjoining land. The transfer has proved difficult initially because the deeds were missing and because
the Charity Commission has insisted on a surveyor’s report which has verified our valuation.
Hopefully, the transaction will be completed in the near future.
A number of residents have worked hard and served on the committee of FNH since its foundation.
Bulbs, trees and hedges have been planted, memorial seats and planters erected and the village
pump in the Square restored. Litter picks and tidying paths and the churchyard have been frequently
organised and many social events held to bring residents together. Some have been fundraising
events others social. We work very closely with the Reading Room Committee and St Luke’s Church
because we wish to keep these two buildings which serve the needs of the village.
In 2012/3 the FNH committee decided to fund raise for the replacement of the toilets, kitchen and
screens in the Reading Room which we felt were essential to maintain use. We have worked very
hard with the help of our generous and supportive residents since then to enable the toilets and
kitchen to be replaced. We now feel that we wish to focus on other projects which make use of the
Reading Room for all and continue to preserve our beautiful historic village.
As many of you know Keith and I have been on the FNH committee for 8 very busy years when there
have been many events for adults and children. We, like many others serve on more than one village
committee, and are not getting any younger. We are both looking to stand down as Chair and
Secretary in the near future and would welcome anyone who would like to join our committee.
Whether you have lived in the village for many years or are a relative newcomer these lockdown

times make us realise how lucky we are to live with such wonderful kind and caring neighbours in
Newton Harcourt. Please contact us if you would like to find out more about FNH.
Catriona Scott (Chair) Keith Cooper(Secretary) Emma Couper(Treasurer) Louise Pollard, Julie Guiver,
Joe Goddard and Jo Mansfield(representing the Reading Room)
…………………………………………………………………
Green Team – Joe Goddard
News from the Green Team is that I've negotiated a good deal with the excellent Naturescape
wildflower nursery at Langar. The cost is about £80 which FNH have agreed to pay for once their bank
account is up and running again.
I hope that the Team, with suitable spacing between us, might venture forth and do some planting in
the churchyard and in spots round the village. I'm just preparing a map of planting spots for
circulation over the next day or so. We've got a great selection of plants, and with proper care taken,
this should be a cheering project at the present time.
……………………………………………………..

