
 

 

WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 28th October 2019 at 7.30pm 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Martin Guiver, David Baker, Barbara Baker, Sue Goddard, Cllr Rani Mahal 

There were 19 persons present including 3 officers.  
 Julie Guiver – Chair, Bridget Walker  - Treasurer, Graham Handsley – Clerk 

Julie welcomed Chris and Julie to the village and thanked them for attending the meeting. 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 29th July 2019 were approved and signed . 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

Rural Loneliness 
Julie had mentioned that there was a grant available for the prevention of Rural Loneliness which we could apply for if 
we wanted to get funding set up regular activities in the Reading Room. We asked for suggestions and got one 
response. Therefore, we realised that we do not have sufficient evidence needed for a fund application at this time. 
But we are keen to do regular community get-togethers. 
Footpath 
The Chair of the Bowmen of Glen Archery Club had been in touch with Julie regarding support for their section 106 
Grant Application for improved clubhouse facilities. Julie had requested on behalf of the Parish that in order for the 
community to benefit from the development a footpath should be included from the venue to Newton Harcourt. 
Single Use Plastics 
An interesting and informative meeting had taken place. 
Facebook 
Julie explained that since its launch there were now 45 villagers in the Private Group. It has been great for sharing 
photos, wildlife sightings, traffic updates, community events, things for sale or even freebies! She thanked all those 
who are adding to its interest and contributing posts. 
Litter Picking 
Graham reminded the meeting that the South Leics Litter Wombles had kindly visited Newton Harcourt and Wistow in 
August and picked over 40 bags of litter from the lanes. Refreshments and toilet facilities had been provided for them. 
Gypsy Wood 
Keith Cooper explained that the Charity Commission were adamant that the site had to be professionally surveyed 
and valued before they would allow the Wood to change hands. It was approximately £1500 for a professional survey. 
Anthony Goddard offered to see if he could find a better deal and Cllr Hallam suggested contacting the District Valuer. 
Phone Box 
Julie pointed out she felt it would be a mistake to lose a historical village artefact like the phone box. There were many 
ideas from around the country of how these were being put to good community use. There was further discussion and 
it was agreed that the phone box should be retained and renovated. There would be a review in 2 years to decide if 
the proposed work was successful. 
Reading Room Repairs 
Richard Brooks explained that repair work would take place after 16 November the total cost would be approx £2,000 
unless additional hidden issues were found in tackling the repair work. 
White Lines 
Graham confirmed that Highways had approved the request to refresh the white lines coming into the village from the 
Great Glen side, but were unable to confirm the actual date for the work which would be weather dependant. 
 

4 CHAIR'S REPORT 
Community Involvement 
Julie explained that she felt it was great to see residents getting involved including the newest residents in community 
events such as the Macmillan Coffee Morning which raised an incredible £814. Also the Wilson, Couper and Hennell 
children had designed some lovely posters asking motorists to slow down for hedgehogs. 
She went on to say that the proposed work on the benches in the Parish had not started yet, the weather not being 
conducive and she reminded the meeting that volunteers would be needed to help with that work and also referred 
to the LCC request for volunteer Snow Wardens. She thanked Graham and Gina for litter picking recently at the 
Wigston end of the village. 
Julie referred to the question of the Reading Room Committee and the Friends of Newton Harcourt being 2 separate 
committees whilst they seemed to have an overlap of people on them and covered similar projects. She had looked 
into it and the RR constitution was very specific to only cover lettings, maintenance and management of the RR, whilst 



 

 

the FNH are responsible for the upkeep of features in the village and managing projects. 
Dog Fouling 
Julie then explained that there was a new Enforcement Officer covering our area who was keen to help with any 
problems to do with dog fouling. This led to discussion where it was agreed that the signs put around the area earlier 
in the year asking dog owners to ‘pick up’ should be replaced as they were now getting water into them. 
Local Government Review 
Julie referred to the LCC proposal for a Unitary Authority effectively dissolving the District Councils. Following 
discussion it was agreed that the Meeting should record its opposal to the suggestion. 
In respect of the Harborough District Council’s review of Parishes, the Meeting voted against the idea of any merger of 
Wistow cum Newton Harcourt with another Parish. 
Vehicle Activation Signs 
Graham explained that Highways had determined from their traffic surveys and accident data that the village did not 
meet the criteria for VAS in these times of budget restrictions and would need to undertake the funding ourselves as 
we had done back in 2007. We had subsequently received conflicting advice from the Leicestershire and Rutland 
Association of Local Councils (LRALC) - who advise Parishes on their legal responsibilities – as they advise that a Parish 
cannot use their Precept in this manner. Cllr Hallam pointed out that Great Glen were going to be using their Precept 
in this manner and it was agreed to contact them for information. There followed a lively discussion and it was further 
agreed that Cllr Halllam would contact Highways/the local County Councillor regarding this and the Clerk should reply 
to Highways pointing out it was felt their decision should be overturned. 
Wistow Crossroads 
Graham explained that he had been in touch with Highways to ask what was being proposed to improve the 
crossroads following numerous accidents including the latest fatal accident and was awaiting a response. Richard 
Brooks added that the drain by the exit to Wistow Maize had been blocked for a considerable time which led to a 
significant amount of water on the road in times of rain, he felt this would lead to accidents now the freezing weather 
was on us. He had not had any success with Highways to resolve this and asked the Meeting to contact Highways. This 
was agreed. 
Parish Liaison Meeting 
Julie explained that she and Graham would be going along to this event on 6 November where it was hoped we could 
share our concerns and gain advice, information and help. 
VE 75th Anniversary 
Julie concluded that she had received information regarding the above where it was suggested Parishes might like to 
consider commemorating the anniversary between the 8th and 10th May 2020. 
 

6 TREASURER'S REPORT 
Bridget explained that the Precept had been held at £3112 for 3 years now and felt there was a case to increase it this 
year particularly with the prospect of the Parish having to meet the costs of the Vehicle Activation Signs and she 
suggested that an increase of £2000 would be appropriate. While this seemed like a big percentage increase, this was 
because it was coming from a low base, the actual increase per household was likely to be from £2.65 (for Band A) to 
£9.50 per month for those in Band H. The actual figure would not be known until HDC confirmed the amount in 

Dec/Jan. There was a long and detailed discussion about the merits of doing this which culminated in the Meeting 
agreeing to the increase on the basis it was targeted towards the provision of VAS. Richard Brooks explained he was 
unable to support the increase, on behalf of the Wistow residents, as they would not see any direct benefit from the 
increase. 

 
7 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

A46 –  Mike Lockwood explained there was nothing further to report. 
FNH – Keith Cooper explained there was nothing to report although he confirmed that FNH had always been in favour 
of an increase in the Precept to go alongside all the fundraising that took place. 
Green Team - This was the new informal group started by Joe Goddard to plant wildflowers around the village. Rain 
had stopped the first planting session on Saturday, but a further session was planned for this Saturday 2nd November 
at 2pm by the School House. All welcome to help. He added that he had brought a plan along to the meeting showing 
the proposed locations for the planting. 
HDC – Cllr Hallam informed the meeting that the Stretton Hall Development planning meeting had been postponed 
until 19 November and the Oaks development had now been given approval which he found difficult to believe. He 
added that Harborough had provided a number for Flooding advice (there is also a useful Facebook page for this area: 
https://www.facebook.com/SouthLeicestershire.Weatherwarnings/) 
He also added that the HDC fly-tipping reporting page was really useful and Julie confirmed it was easy to use, HDC 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthLeicestershire.Weatherwarnings/


 

 

seemed to respond quickly to reports of fly-tipping. 
In relation to Grants, he explained that W&NH would not be able to submit an application this year as it had been 
successful last year. HDC had agreed that successful applicants should wait 2 years before submitting a further request. 
He concluded by providing some details of appointments and activities at HDC. 
PCC -  Keith Cooper thanked the village for the great deal of support given to the Church over recent months in terms 
of time , effort and money. The plant sale had raised £280 and the Harvest Supper £420 which would go towards the 
general upkeep of the Church.  
Poor’s Land – Gina Handsley explained that the Annual Meeting would be taking place in December where decisions 
would be made regarding the distribution of monies to those in the village in need. She added that if anyone was in 
financial need or knew of someone who was, they should contact the Chair, Rachel Kellett where their contact would 
be treated in the strictest confidence. 
Reading Room – Jo Mansfield informed the meeting that a Carol Service was to be organised at the Reading Room, 
date to be advised. She added that the recent fish and chip supper was a real success and a lovely informal get 
together. 
WI –  Jo Mansfield advised that the AGM was in November and there would be an open evening in February to which 
all were welcome in a bid to increase the numbers involved. The Radio Leicester Gardening Programme would be 
hosted by the village on June 11th 2020. 

 
8 Planning 

The Clerk reminded the meeting of the Planning items that had occurred since the last meeting and had been 
circulated via the Parish Update: 
Tree Preservation Order 
The temporary TPO that was issued for the new house next to The Manor has now been confirmed. 

  Veryan - Approved.  
Erection of a single storey and two storey rear extension, front canopy extension. 
The Oaks - Approved.  
Erection of a single storey side and installation of external door opening on west elevation. 

  Elms Farm Barns - Approved 
Prior Approval for the proposed change of use of two agricultural buildings to four dwelling houses. 
Bob Clayton asked if a condition could be made that a footpath be provided from the development to the village. The 
Clerk explained that the Parish Meeting had identified the lack of a footpath as a hazard as part of the comments to 
the original application and would follow the matter up. 

 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Severn Trent 
Bridget explained that she had been contacted by Severn Trent who had informed her they would be bringing a new 
water supply pipe across her field from Newton Lane to Glen Road to replace the current leaking pipe. She was not 
sure when work would start but had been told it could take a year. The supply to the village should not be affected 
during the work. 
Flooding 
Richard Brooks pointed out that his father, over the years, had raised the issue of flooding reaching Wistow Church , 
with all the developments taking place in the area, he had noticed that the Church was now getting very close to be 
flooded at times. He was unsure of what could be done but wished the Meeting to be aware of this. 
 

11 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 27th January 2020 at 7.30pm.   
 
 
         
 ….........................................................................      JULIE GUIVER     

https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PXAWEYHW0DC00&activeTab=summary

