
 

 

WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 29th July 2019 at 7.30pm 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Martin Guiver, Grahame Spendlove-Mason, Anthony Goddard, Finlay 

Stuart, Sue Goddard, Margaret Jones, Cllr Rani Mahal 
There were 15 persons present including 3 officers.  

 Julie Guiver – Chair, Bridget Walker  - Treasurer, Graham Handsley – Clerk 
Julie welcomed Celia and Raymond who hoped to move into the Square in the coming weeks and Lee 
who was moving into 2 Block Cottage and thanked them for attending the meeting. 

 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 29th April 2019 were read, approved and signed with the following 

amendment: 
 7 - Village Groups – HDC 

“He added that the contentious Oaks development in Great Glen did not have any permissions.” 
 Should read: 

“He added that the contentious Oaks development in Great Glen had outline planning permission, 
but detailed planning had not been approved.” 

 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

Vehicle Activated Sign 
The Clerk explained that Highways had decided that the damaged sign at the Wigston end of Glen 
Road needed replacing rather than repairing. He had asked Highways if it would be possible to 
replace the sign with one that flashed the actual speed a vehicle was doing, rather than just a 30 
mph sign. He was now awaiting a response. 
 

4 CHAIR'S REPORT 
Julie introduced herself and pointed out that while she had not actively sought the role of Chair, she 
felt it was important that the role was carried out by someone from within the community so was 
happy to carry it out and thanked everyone for their support. She thanked David for all he had done 
over the years he had held the position and also for his support for her while she took on the role 
over the last 3 months. 
Julie commenced her report by sending condolences on behalf of the Parish Meeting to Jo Mansfield 

and her family for the very sad loss of Graham. He had been suffering for such a long time and his 

bravery and the courage of his family have been highly regarded.  We hope it won’t be too long be-

fore Jo finds a new rhythm to her life. 

Julie then outlined in detail what had been requiring her time over the last 3 months, summarised 

below: 

Planning 

An open meeting to inspect 2 planning applications in the village was held on 10th June. It was a suc-

cessful meeting and the views of residents were used to form the Parish Meetings reply to Harbor-

ough District Council. Both applications had since been withdrawn. 

Parish Liaison 

A meeting had taken place between Julie and Graham and the HDC Parish Liaison team. They 

wanted to learn more about our needs so that they could refer to our needs at HDC and send ap-

propriate funding applications our way. We have made sure that they understand that just because 

we are on the lowest tier for development in HDC, that we don’t want to be forgotten. 

Julie explained that there is a grant available for the Prevention of Rural Loneliness. It could be used 

to help set up a project e.g luncheon club, monthly afternoon tea, weekly get-together, table tennis 

club  …whatever. There is a heavy weighting to any grant application where the community has been 



 

 

consulted and their feedback is used as evidence of need. Julie gave some examples she had already 

received and asked for others to be provided. 

There was also discussion about Community cohesion and prevention of rural loneliness including 

possibly improving access for pedestrians between the NH and GG. 

After discussion it was agreed that the priority for a footpath should be to connect the 2 ends of the 

village to the rest of the village. 

HGVs 

Concern had been expressed regarding the number of HGV’s travelling through NH and Julie had 

been in touch with Highways regarding this. Essentially there was little they could do, it would need 

to be a police matter if it got to that point. She reminded everyone to collect whatever details they 

could and pass them to the Clerk to enable any further discussion to take place. 

Wildflowers 

Julie had also been in touch with Highways regarding planting wildflowers along verges and she de-

tailed the response she had had regarding their strategy which was supportive of discussing requests 

from Parishes. It was decided after discussion that we should concentrate initially on Kissing Gate. 

Joe Goddard volunteered to lead the planting and asked for anyone interested to contact him direct. 

Single Use Plastics 

Julie had attended a very interesting event held in Harborough regarding reducing the use of single 

use plastics with the local MP Neil O’Brien speaking. The presenter of the event would be happy to 

bring the event to NH and it was agreed that we should invite her to a coffee and cakes type event 

to do so.  

During this discussion, the meeting was reminded that the village did have a milkman delivering milk 

in glass bottles and Bridget Walker added that fresh milk was available direct from the farm at Bur-

ton Overy. 

Minutes Distribution 

It was agreed for the next meeting that the Clerk would in future distribute the draft minutes in ad-

vance of the meeting to ensure all had a chance to read them and at the meeting provide a summary 

only rather than read all the minutes word for word.  

Expenses 

While the Clerk had not taken the payment due to him for carrying out Parish duties, the Chair felt it 

was important to have a petty cash fund from the precept to cover such as laminating and photo-

copying for the Parish groups and this was agreed. 

Facebook Group 

Julie informed the meeting that she and the Clerk had discussed the potential of setting up a Face-

book group solely for residents of Wistow & Newton Harcourt in order to share matters of interest 

to the community. Many examples were given of the potential benefits and reference made to a 

similar group set up for Great Glen. After discussion it was agreed that it would be worthwhile for 

the Chair and Clerk to pursue. 

Litter Picking 

In relation to this the Clerk explained that he had seen on the Great Glen Facebook page that a 

group called the South Leicestershire Litter Wombles were coming to NH on 4th August to pick litter 

from around the lanes. The Clerk was asked to contact them to thank them and arrange for refresh-

ments/toilet facilities to be  

 
6 TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer explained that all bills for the phonebox disconnection had now taken place. 
 



 

 

7 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 
A46 –  Mike Lockwood explained that a number of villages had combined in order to object to the 
proposal via SELAG. Additionally contact had been made with Midlands Connect to continue the 
work of trying to establish the exact detail of the proposed route. There had been no reply as far as 
he was aware. 
FNH – Catriona Scott passed on the thanks of Father Phillip for all the work that had taken place in 
the graveyard. She added that a family event was being considered for the Reading Room to try and 
include something to encourage the village youngsters to attend. Unfortunately there was still no real 
progress with Gypsy Wood although a valuation was now being sought to provide to the Charity 
Commission which would help progress. Catriona pointed out that the phone box had been damaged 
further and thought was needed regarding what purpose to make of it. Richard Brooks pointed out 
that if the meeting was so inclined to sell the phone box it might be possible to raise several hundred 
pounds which could go towards village projects. The meeting thought this was a good idea to be 
pursued and Catriona agreed FNH would look into it. 
HDC – Cllr Hallam thanked everyone who had voted in the recent elections. There had been a good 
turnout. He and Rani Mahal had been returned for this ward. He gave details of changes at HDC since 
the election explaining he was now Deputy Leader. He also detailed the following: 
-the proposed development at the grammar school had been opposed by he and Rani 
-a recent police operation on the A6 bypass had resulted in 70 speeding tickets  
-the County Council were finally doing something about the terrible flytipping on the bypass 
-the new leader of HDC will be having another look at the A46 proposal 
-HDC had managed to retain a £250k surplus last year 
--he urged the Reading Room committee to submit a grant application for the new roof at the 
appropriate time, adding that it helped to have match funding and 3 quotes. 
Newton Harcourt Reading Room – Jo Mansfield informed the meeting that they were all very proud 
of the recently refurbished kitchen and thanked everyone for their contributions towards this. She 
invited people to have a look at the end of the meeting. She added that there was a repair issue in 
one corner of the building which Richard Brooks was looking into. Richard pointed out that the roof 
wasn’t currently leaking but he had arranged for an asbestos test on the roof which showed that 
while it wasn’t the worst type of asbestos it would still require specialist removal as and when 
required which would make the whole job more expensive. He said that removal and replacement of 
the roof would be around £30,000 inc VAT. Roger Jones pointed out that as a charity he did not think 
the VAT would apply.  
There was some discussion around the high heating costs of the RR and it was suggested that 
perhaps the Parish precept might be used to help with these costs. David Baker pointed out that he 
did not think that was the purpose of the precept and advised against it which was agreed by all. 
PCC –  Keith Cooper was pleased to report that the reserves were being gradually built up again  
following the expense incurred as a result of last year’s lead theft and explained that he was seeking 
the goodwill of the village once more in the guise of volunteers for a number of tasks:  
the first was to help with the shovelling of 4 tonnes of gravel around the perimeter of St Lukes;  
the second was helping out at the Ride and Stride event on 14 September.  
It was agreed that Keith would provide the Clerk with all the necessary details and these would be 
circulated in a Parish Update.  
In November there would be a need to plant the whips which had been donated by the Woodland 
Trust along the new fenceline. 
One more Evensong would be taking place at St Wistan’s church on the 25 August. 
He concluded by informing the meeting that St Lukes would re-open for worship on the 29 
September, commencing with a Harvest Supper in the Reading Room. 
Poor’s Land – Gina Handsley had nothing to report. 
WI –  Jo Mansfield advised that the next meeting would be on Tuesday 13 August at 7.30 in the 
Reading Room and everyone was welcome to come along. 



 

 

 
8 Planning 

The Clerk explained that the following planning items had taken place since the last meeting: 
The Coppice – Outline Planning Permission, WITHDRAWN  
The Coppice – a Tree Preservation Order now applied to the site  
The Barns, Elms Farm – Prior Approval for conversion, WITHDRAWN 
2 Post Office Lane – 2 storey extension, REFUSED 
2 Post Office Lane – permitted development for single storey extension PENDING 

 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Bob Clayton 
Thanked everyone for all the kindness and support shown to himself and Pat during the last few 
months as he struggled with illness. It was very much appreciated not just by him and Pat but also by 
Max the labrador! 
 

11 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 28th October 2019 at 7.30pm.   
 
  
 
 
 
        
 ….........................................................................      JULIE GUIVER  
   


