
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 29th April 2019 at 7.30pm 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Barbara Baker, Jo Mansfield, Bob Clayton, Pat Clayton 

There were 19 persons present including 3 officers.  
 David Baker – Chairman, Bridget Walker  - Treasurer, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 28th January 2019 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

WW1/Votes for Women Commemoration 
The Chairman reported that the Commemorative Tree had hadto be moved to ensure it was within 
the boundary of the land kindly gifted by the Wistow Estate for the extension to the churchyard. He 
thanked all involved including a dog walker from Wigston who had generously offered to move the 
plaque which had been concreted in for security. The clerk had written a formal letter of thanks on 
behalf of the Meeting. 
 
Litter Picking 
The Chairman thanked everyone involved in the recent litter pick around the village. 

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
 Elections 

The Chairman reminded the Meeting that the Reading Room would be used as usual for the 
forthcoming Local and European Elections. 
 
Phonebox 
The Chairman stated that now we had dealt with the electricity supply and charges, perhaps FNH 
would be able to come up with a scheme to renovate it and put it to some beneficial use. 
 
Manor Wood 
The Chairman informed the meeting that a number of people had contacted HDC regarding the 
removal of trees for the new property being built and an Emergency Tree Protection Order had been 
applied to the remaining trees. There was some discussion about the development , particularly 
regarding the long laurel hedge which preferably would have been indigenous and had been planted 
right up to the roadside, removing the verge. Anthony Goddard explained he believed the Land Title 
did indeed include the verge. 
 

5 Eastern Expressway 
Mike Lockwood explained that the recent meeting at Billesdon had attracted an excellent attendance 
of approximately 300 people. A good presentation was delivered with the consultants hired by the 
pressure groups giving a detailed and informative explanation of the situation and the planning 
process. He added that the local MP, Neil O’ Brien was very much opposed to the proposal too. He 
added that there was now a  thriving Facebook page for the SELAG group and Julie Guiver pointed 
out that there was an example letter on the site which was easy to use in order for people to register 
their disapproval for the scheme. Mike concluded by stating that there was still no indication of 
where exactly the Expressway would run, if given formal approval, or when. He offered to keep the 
meeting informed of developments. 
 

6 TREASURER'S REPORT 
The Treasurer presented the accounts for 2018/19. She thanked David Scott for auditing the accounts, 
ran through the Governance Statement  and distributed copies of this and the accounts which were 



approved by the Meeting and signed. There was £3677.71 cash in hand. 
 
7 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

PCC –  Keith Cooper had provided a written report to the meeting in his absence. 
In particular he mentioned the erection of the fencing along the edge of the graveyard extension, the 
cost of which had been kindly donated by the Coates family in memory of Isabel. He outlined the 
remaining costs and successful fundraising which had taken place. 
Richard Brooks added that Wistow Church would be hosting 2 choir evenings in May and June, as 
they had done previously which he heartily recommended for an enjoyable evening. All were 
welcome.  
Sunday May 26th – Village Choir 
Sunday June 30th – DMU Gospel Choir 
 
Newton Harcourt Reading Room – Roger Jones provided a report on behalf of Jo Mansfield. 
He explained that the Lotto scheme had raised £500 despite only 9 people being signed up and he 
recommended that others do the same. 
The kitchen would be closed from June 10th for 30 days in order for it to be refurbished. 
The recent quiz evening raised around £900, thanks were expressed to Martin and Julie Guiver for 
providing such an enjoyable evening. 
In relation to the elections he explained that the bookings were financially beneficial as they raised 
£250 per day. 
On the 26 October or 2 November a fish and chip evening was being arranged and it was hoped that 
local band Fingers and Fumbs would provide an evening’s entertainment in Spring 2020. 
A quote of £5,000 had been received to replace the wooden partition doors and 3 quotes were being 
sought for the replacement roof which was expected to be in the region of £20,000. It was felt that 
we may be eligible for Government Funding and this was being pursued. 
 
FNH – Julie Guiver explained that the group were seeking to renovate the Notice Board and local 
benches and would also look into the prospect of improving the phone box. 
 
HDC – Cllr Hallam explained that the Local Plan had been adopted and the Inspector had deleted a 
number of developments which would mean the sporadic building of recent years should end. He 
added that the contentious Oaks development in Great Glen had outline planning permission, but 
detailed planning had not been approved. 
In relation to the proposed expressway he informed the meeting that the current local councillors 
were not in favour of it and felt that there was not broad support for it politically.  
 
In respect of the forthcoming election, he added that HDC was reducing councillor numbers from 37 
to 34 and 15 councillors were retiring so there would be significant change regardless of the actual 
political result. 
 
He concluded that he had been happy to support the Reading Room in its recent bid for funding and 
encouraged the group to apply for funding this year towards the roof. 
 
Poor’s Land , WI –  Nothing to report. 

 
8 Planning 

The Chairman explained that the following planning items had taken place since the last meeting: 
Wistow Farm Partnership - Erection of a single storey extension to the front of the cafe and 
associated works. AWAITING DECISION  
Wistow Farm Partnership - Erection of single storey building for 2 retail units - APPROVED  



Mr Kellock, Croft House Farm - Conversion of barn and outbuildings to residential annex, WITH-
DRAWN  
Mr & Mrs J Ryan (Old Manor grounds) - Discharge of certain Conditions 

                                                              - Tree Preservation Order APPLIED 
                                                              - Variation of Plans  

Mrs Bahia, Bahia Casa - Discharge of Condition (Gates pre commencement) 
 
9 Election of Officers 

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer and Clerk for all their work over the past year and was pleased 
that they had agreed to stand again and been re-appointed. 
He reminded the Meeting that this was his last meeting and he was very pleased to announce that he 
had received a written proposal for Julie Guiver to take the position of Chair by Jo Mansfield and 
seconded by Gina Handsley and she had accepted. Julie was warmly congratulated. 
Mike Lockwood summed up the feeling of the meeting when he thanked David for all his efforts over 
the years in which he had conducted the Parish Meeting with professionalism and integrity, bringing 
the community through some difficult times. 

 
10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Vice Chair 
Roger Jones explained that a committee of which he was Chair had appointed a Vice Chair to shadow 
him and allow for continuity at the next changeover. He wondered if that was a model that might suit 
the Parish Meeting. It was agreed that Julie would consider the suggestion and reportback to the 
next meeting. 
 
Traffic sign 
Mike Lockwood pointed out that the 30mph Vehicle Activated Sign at the Wigston end of the village 
had a broken bracket and required a repair. The clerk was asked to contact Highways to arrange this. 

 
11 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 29th July 2019 at 7.30pm.   
 
  
 
 
 
        
 ….........................................................................      JULIE GUIVER  
   


