
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 28th January 2019 at 7.30pm 
 
Prior to the start of the Meeting the Chairman expressed his sadness that once again we reflect on the feelings of the 
community regarding the recent passing away of 2 well known and active residents of the village. 
Husband and wife Neil and Linda Bradley. 
 

1 APOLOGIES were received from Bob and Pat Clayton, Grahame Spendlove Mason, Cllr James Hallam, Joe 
Goddard, Jo Mansfield, Rachael Lockwood, Margaret Jones. Roger Jones passed on Margaret’s thanks for 
everyone’s kind wishes and support following her recent heart attack. 

There were 20 persons present including 3 officers.  
 David Baker – Chairman, Bridget Walker – Treasurer, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 29th October 2018 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

WW1/Votes for Women Commemoration 
The Chairman thanked Keith Cooper and Martin Guiver for planting the commemorative tree and guard. Graham 
Handsley explained that he and Peter Thornton would be setting the cast iron commemorative plaque in 
concrete in the coming weeks. 
Precept 
The Chairman explained that Jo Mansfield had confirmed that the Reading Room was currently leased as part of 
a 99 year lease and therefore could be viewed as entitled, when approved,  to receive help via the Precept. 
BT Phonebox 
The clerk explained that he had arranged for the phone box to be disconnected as requested, he would check 
when the work would be completed. 
 Church 
The Chairman commented that the village had a wonderful church and felt he was speaking on behalf of the 
majority of villagers in saying he would not wish to see it fall into disrepair. As such he asked Keith Cooper for the 
outcome of the suggested funding meeting between the PCC and other village groups. Keith explained that a 
meeting had taken place and FNH had been able to provide a small donation. 

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Litter/Fly tipping 
The Chairman reminded the meeting that Harborough DC had a ‘Report It’ form on their website to allow 
individuals to report cases of fly tipping and littering and encouraged all to use it. He also pointed out that an 
email had been received from Jason Griffin of The Oaks proposing a litter pick and using cameras to deter/catch 
fly tippers. 
The meeting agreed with Jason’s thoughts and supported the idea of a litter pick which FNH regularly organised.  
Mike Lockwood said he would provide the details of the anti litter campaign being run by the Daily Mail.  The 
clerk agreed to follow up these matters. 
Traffic Signs 
The Chairman thanked David Bishop for repairing the Newton Harcourt sign at the Wigston end of the village 
and for his help in preventing construction traffic coming through the village. 
Burton Overy Neighbourhood Plan 
The Chairman explained that the above Plan had now been agreed by HDC. He went on to report that Foxton 
residents were up in arms having completed their Plan after 5 years hard work and thousands of pounds spent, 
to find that HDC agreed a development not included in the plan and was strongly opposed by the majority of 
villagers. It seemed this rather confirmed our own thoughts on such plans benefits.  
 

5 Eastern Expressway Update 
Mike Lockwood explained that due to increased work commitments he had had to leave SELAG, but he was able 
to give an update to the meeting. He reiterated that the details of the route had still not been confirmed but he 
felt that with the information he had managed to glean that the Expressway would pass between the village and 
Glen Gorse golf club. He went on to say that SELAG needed as many people as possible to support them and 
cited the example of Willoughby Waterleys where it had become known that 3,800 houses would be built within 
300 metres of the village at Whetstone Pastures. A representative of WW was attending our meeting tonight and 
confirmed that they would be organising an action meeting for the beginning of March to which all were 



welcome. Mike concluded by thanking the Meeting on behalf of SELAG for their donation and asked that people 
go to the website and give what support they could. 

 
6 TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer explained that there was nothing to report. 
 

7 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 
PCC 
Keith Cooper informed the meeting that the Centenary Service had been very successful, he thanked Martin 
Guiver for his help in planting the commemorative tree. He thanked Anthony and Annette Goddard for their 
hospitality following the well attended Carol Service. On a sadder note there had been 7 village funerals during 
the year. The Snowdrop service would take place on 24 February. In terms of finances the theft of lead from the 
roof had had a significant impact leading to overall expenditure of £19,800 with income of £14,700. This left a 
reduced reserve of £5,209. 
FNH 
Keith Cooper said that all documents had now been collected proving Gypsy Wood is owned by FNH. However, 
permission was required from the Charities Commission in order to be allowed to transfer the land, so there 
were still a number of complications to overcome. 
Catriona Scott added that £340 had been raised at a very successful Carol Singing event, there had also been an 
interesting Storytelling evening and a children’s Xmas craft event which had been enjoyable though less 
attended than previously. A quiz night hosted by Martin and Julie Guiver would take place on 30 March. There 
was a balance in the accounts of £5,750 which included the bequest from John Walker for the maintenance of 
Pegg’s Wood.  
 Reading Room 
Anthony Goddard revealed that the RR had been successful in its bid for monies from HDC and been awarded a 
grant of £3,700 towards the ongoing development work in the RR. He said that the effort Jo Mansfield and team 
had put in had been rewarded. Julie Guiver added that the Councillors commended the village on all their efforts 
in fundraising so far which was seen as a positive element of the Grant request. Gina Handsley thanked everyone 
involved as this was the first time a Grant submission had been successfully completed and had proved well 
worth it. This was endorsed by all present. 
Anthony gave a detailed breakdown of finances as follows; he explained that the insurance company had 
threatened not to re-insure if certain electrical checks and works did not take place, this had now been 
completed at a cost of £1,200 
Current balance  £10,500 
HDC Grant   £3,700 
Electrical Works  -£1,200 
Total    £13,000 
New Kitchen Cost  £10,000 
Net Total Remaining  £3,000 
Annual outgoings were normally around £1,200 which would leave a float of £1,800. The next priority would be 
to replace the roof which would be a cost in the order of £20,000. 
Roger Jones added on behalf of Jo Mansfield that quiz would be teams of 6 and tickets were £12.50. There would 
be a table top sale on 9 February, £5 to host a table and 50p entry.  
Poorsland 
Gina Handsley explained that the AGM had taken place at the beginning of December, where the Trustees had 
discussed the distribution of monies. 2 residents of the village had been given a gift of £225 each and an 
additional donation of £400 had been made to Macmillan Cancer r Trust leaving a balance of £242.04. She 
confirmed that the rent on the land had increased from September 2018. She thanked Peter Thornton for 
auditing the accounts which were handed to the Clerk.  Julie Guiver was interested in more details about Poor’s 
Land and it was agreed that Gina would provide a summary. 
 

8 PLANNING 
The clerk explained that there had been 2 planning applications since the last meeting; at Croft House Farm and 
Rural Wistow Centre. 

 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Manor Wood 
Rita Patterson expressed sadness at the disappearance of so many trees in ‘Manor Wood’. Anthony Goddard 



agreed and had expressed his concern to the new owner. It seemed that they had not checked the planning 
consent. The owner had said he would be carrying out some serious replanting and this had started with the 
planting of a hedge around the site.  
Broadband 
Martin Guiver informed the meeting that in switching to Superfast Broadband he had in fact saved money, so if 
people were thinking it might be more expensive it might be worth checking with their supplier. 
Election of Officers 
The Chairman confirmed that the Treasurer and Clerk had agreed to stand again in April, but he would be retiring 
as advised 12 months ago. The clerk would be circulating a note asking for any elector to put themselves forward 
for these posts from April. 

 
10 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 29th April 2019 at 7.30pm.   
 
        
 ….........................................................................      DAVID BAKER     


