
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 29th October 2018 at 7.30pm 
 
Prior to the start of the Meeting the Chairman expressed his sadness and reflected the feelings of the community 
regarding the recent passing away of 3 well known and active residents of the village.: 
Colin Garrett, Isobel Coates, Mike Kellett 
 

1 APOLOGIES were received from Pat Clayton, Gill Jameson. 
There were 19 persons present including 3 officers.  

 David Baker – Chairman, Bridget Walker – Treasurer, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 30th July 2018 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

WW1/Votes for Women Commemoration 
The Chairman explained that work was in hand with regards to the commemoration. Keith Cooper added that 
the tree was readily available as it would be a container grown specimen at this time of year, the tree guard was 
available within 48 hours and the clerk had ordered the cast iron plaque, the 3 items taking almost all the £500 
budget available.  
 
Traffic Calming 
The Chairman explained that he had been in touch with both the Police and Highways. Highways had conducted 
a 24hour, 5 day traffic survey and the results showed that 85% of vehicles were travelling at 33mph or less. He 
added that in 2007 the average speed recorded was 36mph in one direction and 38mph in the other. 
There were an average of 147 vehicles an hour passing through the village. Peak vehicle numbers were at 8am 
with 318 vehicles per hour and 5pm with 327 vehicles per hour. Since there had also been no accidents or 
serious incidents in recent years, Highways had concluded that the Traffic Calming Build Outs were indeed 
working and clarified that they did meet the appropriate criteria in terms of their placement.  
The meeting agreed that given this evidence there was little more that could be done at this point. Richard 
Jameson wondered if at the point the road surface was renewed we should request a quieter construction 
material. 
 
Road Closures 
Grahame Spendlove-Mason explained that he had been involved in an ongoing dialogue with Highways about 
the inappropriate diversion signage guiding traffic down Wistow Lane as opposed to away from it. He had 
eventually managed to sort it. Martin Guiver added that despite the Access Only signs about a third of vehicles 
still turned down the lane knowing that they would be able to get out at Wistow. 
 
Unitary Authority 
Grahame Spendlove-Mason pointed out that the 7 local Leicestershire MPs did not feel the time was right to 
pursue this plan, councillor James Hallam agreed that had been the message but felt the consultations with local 
councils/parishes could well still go ahead. The Chairman reminded the meeting that individuals in Newton 
Harcourt may of course have a different view to that of the local council. 

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Parish Meeting Training 
The Chairman explained that he had attended the above training which was targeted at Parish Meetings, he felt 
it was an excellent session and had created a folder of useful information which he hoped would be of benefit to 
his successor. One important point in particular he had picked up on was in relation to the Precept. He had been 
advised at the meeting that the Precept could only be used in respect of assets owned by the Parish, he felt this 
posed a potential problem in respect of the Reading Room and in respect of any suggested help for the Church. 
Folllowing discussion it was pointed out by Richard Brooks, Anthony Goddard and Jo Mansfield that the Reading 
Room was in fact on a 99 year lease which it was believed commenced in the late sixties. As such this meant it 
could be treated as an asset. The Chairman asked if it would be possible to view the Leasehold Agreement, Jo 
Mansfield explained she had a copy and could verify the statement above. 
 
Contribution to Finances 
The Chairman explained that there was a well established procedure in which the Clerk to a Parish was paid an 



amount for expenses, this was also the case for this Parish Meeting, however the Clerk had stated his wish not to 
receive the £200 per annum, one reason being that there was less need for paper and postage in these days of 
email and the internet. The Chairman had reluctantly agreed but did not wish the procedure itself to change so it 
was still available for future clerks. 
 
BT Phonebox 
The Chairman stated that the Treasurer had received a bill for £75 for the red phone box, this was an annual cost. 
After discussion it was agreed that the clerk would contact BT to ask for it to be disconnected. 

 
5 Eastern Expressway Update 

As Mike Lockwood had not made the meeting as expected, the Clerk was asked to contact him to see if he had 
any additional details to provide. If so the Clerk would send out via the village email list. Grahame Spendlove-
Mason and James Hallam pointed out that the Harborough District Council Executive had said they would adopt 
the Plan even though it was still not public knowledge where the exact route would be. To which some surprise 
was expressed by the meeting. 

 
6 TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer explained that there had been a regular donation of £2,000 over the last few years towards the 
Reading Room development works. The Parish was still paying the annual insurance for Gypsy Wood of £296.65 
as the solicitors had still not completed the Transfer to the proposed owners. The Chairman agreed he would 
speak to Catriona Scott to see if he could help move things on more speedily. 
There was currently a balance of £4,595 in the accounts. Based on previous practice an increase in the Precept of 
£500 (to £3612) could be expected for this year.   
This led to discussion on the need for an increase and while it was accepted that the increase would only be a 
small amount per household, Gina Handsley proposed that there should be a clear understanding of how much 
was required for the Reading Room completion and how much was currently available for that work. Anthony 
Goddard pointed out that with the £2,000 from the Precept, the expenditure requested should complete the 
work. Jo Mansfield added that quotes for the works were expected in the near future. 
The Chairman proposed a vote to keep the Precept at the previous year’s amount of £3112 which would still 
allow a donation of £2,000 to the Reading Room. This was agreed by 8 votes to 2. 
 
This led to further discussion around village finances available and the benefit of having more clarity on 
upcoming and planned expenditure. Keith Cooper advised that FNH currently had a balance of £5,750 most of 
which would normally be directed to the ongoing works for the Reading Room. 
 

7 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 
HDC 
Cllr Hallam gave the following updates: 
He explained that the Local Plan was with the Inspector at the minute; 
HDC were putting capitalinto some property funds to achieve a better return on investment; 
There is to be the Parish Liaison Meeting at the Grammar school next week (Chair and Clerk attending) 
A building to complement the Innovation Centre on the outskirts of Harborough will go ahead following receipt 
of funding from EU and elsewhere; 
Coach parking is being introduced next to Sainsburys to encourage tourism to the area; 
Newsletter from the Council will be sent out shortly following requests from residents to be kept better informed; 
The budget setting process had started; 
The Oaks Road development had not yet been given final approval, plans need to be resubmitted given 
numerous changes to them; 
Grahame Spendlove-Mason added that councils get set targets for a 5 year supply of housing and as Harborough 
currently had a 7 year supply, the Planning Authority had more control over decision making. 
 
PCC 
Keith Cooper informed the meeting that the Remembrance Service would be taking place on 11 November at 
16:45 which will start with the Blessing of the tree outside then moving into the church around 16:55. He added 
that the Carol Service would be on 9th December at 18.30, the children’s Crib Service at 14:00 on Christmas Eve 
with Midnight Mass at 23.30. 
He reminded the meeting of the very serious budgetary position of the PCC, he explained that while the fencing 
costs for the graveyard extension could be met, it would leave very little available for ongoing expenditure. 



Following discussion, the chairman suggested that representatives from PCC, the Reading Room and FNH meet 
to agree the best way of helping with funding. Keith agreed to arrange. 
Keith thanked Martin Guiver and Anthony Goddard for the help they had given with the maintenance of the 
Church. 
Keith concluded with details of the 3 funerals that were due to take place. 
 
FNH 
Keith Cooper said there had been an excellent Harvest Supper which had raised £400 and along with the Reading 
Room Committee had held a very enjoyable evening with Lars Thorp. He thanked Catriona Scott for all the work 
she had put in providing the catering, this was echoed by Martin Guiver who asked for thanks to be recorded to 
everyone who helped with the ‘domestics’ for these events as it would not be possible to host them without this 
help. 
Keith continued that there would be a Drop In coffee and cake event with Christmas crafts for children taking 
place on 24 November and the Village Carol Singing on the 16 December.  
 
 Reading Room 
Jo Mansfield supported the thanks to Catriona and all event helpers, Anthony Goddard said that approx £750 
was raised at the Lars Thorp evening. Jo added that there would be a Story telling evening on the 24 November 
for which publicity would soon be sent out. 
She added that work was ongoing in applying to HDC for a Grant for Reading Room works. 
 
WI 
Jo Mansfield reported that the AGM would take place soon followed by the Christmas Party. 
 
Poorsland 
Gina Handsley explained that the Annual meeting would take place at the beginning of December and asked if 
anyone needed help from Poorsland or knew someone who might, then to contact her in the strictest 
confidence. 

 
8 PLANNING 

The clerk explained there was nothing further to report. 
 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

There were no additional matters.  
 
10 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 28th January 2019 at 7.30pm.   
 
        
 ….........................................................................      DAVID BAKER     


