
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 30th July 2018 at 7.30pm 
 
Prior to the start of the Meeting the Chairman expressed his sadness and reflected the feelings of the community 
regarding the sudden, recent passing away of Glenys Hanford, an esteemed resident of the village. 
 
He also welcomed Bridget Walker to her first meeting in the role of Treasurer. 
 
Bridget informed the meeting that Grahame Spendlove-Mason had been taken ill in France with a stroke and was 
recovering in hospital over there. He was wished a speedy recovery. 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Peter Thornton, Mary Thornton, Grahame Spendlove-Mason, Jo Mansfield, 

Cllr James Hallam 
There were 21 persons present including 3 officers.  

 David Baker – Chairman, Bridget Walker – Treasurer, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 30th April 2018 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

WW1/Votes for Women Commemoration 
The Clerk explained that while it had been agreed that Keith Cooper on behalf of FNH would take this project 
forward to secure funding from HDC for the agreed commemorative tree. It had transpired, however,  that 
the Parish Meeting had to formally submit the request which the Clerk had now done. HDC would be 
providing £500 without match funding for the commemoration. The Clerk added that a plaque with 
appropriate wording (which had been supplied by HDC) would be required also. Keith explained that Father 
Philip was hoping to dedicate the tree on the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday. Rita Patterson also offered 
2 small oak trees to accompany the plantation which were gratefully accepted. 
 
Newton Harcourt Reading Room 
The Chairman took the opportunity to remind the meeting of the recently launched Lotto scheme which was 
designed to raise money for the Reading Room. He asked that people support it if they could.  Julie Guiver 
added that someone in the village had won £50 recently on the Lotto. 
He also added that he had just received notification from HDC regarding applying for Community Grants and 
it appeared that we might be able to secure funding of up to £5,000 for the Reading Room project. He asked 
the Clerk to forward the email to Jo Mansfield and confirmed with the Clerk that he was still able to offer 
help with any online form filling difficulties. 
 
Speeding 
Mike Lockwood felt the police were abdicating their responsibilities in relation to not pursuing the speeding 
problems in the village. The Chairman understood the point of view but reminded the meeting that the 
police were basing their response on the evidence they had gathered from the traffic data recorder they had 
installed in recent months. The meeting agreed that the Chairman should write again and see if the matter 
could be progressed. 

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Newton Lane Closure 
The Chairman explained that the Highways department had apologised for the sequence of errors that led to 
the non communication of the above road closure. 
 
Unitary Authority 
The Chairman explained that there had recently been press reports regarding Leicestershire County Council 
and the 7 District Councils merging to make one Unitary Authority which would save around £30million per 
annum. The clerk had attended a meeting of Parishes with LCC where it had been explained that there would 
be an initial consultation with Parishes in the Autumn followed by a full Public Consultation early in 2019. The 
Chairman added that he could see the benefits of the new structure but was keen to be sure how Parish 
Meetings would link into it. 



Pat Clayton added that there had been an article regarding this in the Mercury on the previous Saturday. 
 
5 Eastern Expressway 

Mike Lockwood addressed the meeting and explained that an Action Group had now been formed 
comprising of Parishes affected by the proposal. The Group was called the South and East Leicestershire 
Action Group (SELAG). It now had a Chief Executive and a committee and had already secured a meeting with 
the local MP Neil O’Brien who also appeared opposed to the proposal. Mike outlined some of the concerns 
the group had including the prospect of an additional 180,000 houses within the perimeter of the road. He 
pointed out that Midlands Connect were the quango behind the road along with both Leicester and 
Leicestershire County Councils. He handed out a notice with some additional details and pointed out that the 
Group was seeking funding from local Councils to help with expenses, it was estimated that they would 
initially require £2,000. The meeting agreed that the Chairman should be able to agree up to £150 out of 
village funds to the group once it became clear of the support from other larger Councils. 
Mike asked people present to spread the word and the information in his notice particularly pointing out the 
online petition for people to sign. 

 
6 TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer had nothing to report.  
 

7 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 
PCC 
Keith Cooper thanked all who had helped clean up the churchyard, he felt it now looked as good as it had 
ever done, particularly with the newly painted fencing care of Anthony Goddard. The Church door would be 
painted next and the old village notice board would also be used for Church notices. There was further 
voluntary work needed in the form of laying a weed control fleece and gravel around the perimeter of the 
Church. He would keep the Meeting informed on this. 
The annual Ride and Stride was due to take place if anyone was able to participate/donate. 
There had been a really good Evensong at Wistow when the De Montfort University choir had performed for 
the sell out congregation. 
 
Reading Room 
Anthony Goddard explained that the committee were well on the way to meeting the costs for the new 
kitchen, especially with the sale of the old chairs on eBay which had fetched incredibly over £1000. Thanks to 
Julie Guiver for making that happen. 
Roger Jones explained that the RR committee were responsible for maintain the outside of the building and 
as such he was planning a volunteer event of the 17 November when the leaves had gone for some serious 
pruning and tidying up. 

 
HDC , WI, Poorsland 
Nothing to report 
 
FNH  
Lars Thorp had been booked for an antiques evening on 13 October. 

 
8 AFFILIATED PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The clerk explained that an application had been submitted to build a new property on Glen Road about 
which he had notified everyone on the village email list. Roger Jones asked for clarification on how planning 
matters were dealt with now Richard Jameson had left the role. The Chairman explained that in addition to 
the notifications that neighbours automatically received from HDC, the clerk now ensured a wider 
notification through his email list and the website. If it was felt a neighbour may be missed, then a visit would 
be made. Should any large scale developments be planned then a sub committee would be formed.  

 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Pinch Point 
Bob Clayton referred to the numerous incidents there had been at the pinch point entering the village from 
Great Glen, where a number of vehicles had hit the kerbage and suffered punctures. The clerk explained that 
he had reported the incidents to Highways and had asked for them to resolve the issue. He had not heard 



back so would chase.  
 
10 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 29th October 2018 at 7.30pm.   
 
  
 
 
 
        
 ….........................................................................      DAVID BAKER   
   


