
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 30th April 2018 at 7.30pm 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Rita Patterson, Barbara Baker, Gill Jameson, Roger Jones, Margaret 

Jones, Mitesh Soma, Cllr James Hallam, Bridget Walker, Martin Guiver 
There were 20 persons present including 3 officers. 

  
 David Baker – Chairman, Richard Jameson  - Treasurer, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 29th January 2018 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

Speeding 
The Chairman reported that he had had a response from the police regarding our speeding concerns 
and been advised that the speed reading data had been assessed and does not meet the criteria for 
speed cameras. 
The Chairman explained that he had also separately received a statement from Leicestershire Police 
pointing out the complex and increased demands on the service which meant that community 
policing teams were having to be reallocated to ongoing investigations. 
 
Ash Tree 
The Chairman thanked Mike Lockwood once again for organising the felling of the dangerous tree. 
The Meeting was asked to approve £70 expenses for Roger Gryzb and this was unanimously agreed. 
 
Great Glen Parking 
Cllr Spendlove-Mason explained that he had been in touch with the Clerk at Great Glen. There are 3 
layby, each for 3 cars with no time limits on any of them. The Council were trying to get time 
restrictions applied on them. 

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
 Metal Thefts 

The Chairman reported Police warnings regarding church metal and red telephone box thefts. 
Sadly St Luke’s church had had all its lead stripped off the ridge. 
 
National Rural Crime Survey 
This had last been carried out in 2015. The Clerk was to put the details on the website. 
 
WW1 Commemoration/Votes for Women 
The Chairman explained that the Leader of Harborough District Council was intending to 
commemorate the end of WW1 and women getting the vote by asking Parishes to nominate street 
names in honour of locals who fought in the war, or perhaps a bench to be place in the locality at a 
cost of £900. The Meeting felt the cost was too high. Julie Guiver suggested the planting of a tree as 
our commemoration. This was agreed by all. Keith Cooper to take on the matter on behalf of Friends 
of Newton Harcourt. 
 
Local Strategic Plan 
The Chairman summarised the aims of the plan. Of particular interest to the village was the proposal 
for the A46 expressway which was expected to come somewhere close, North of the village. He had 
written to the local MP who had confirmed that the route had not yet been agreed, but was happy to 
meet with us once more detail was known. Timeframe for completion was anticipated around 2030. 
Mike Lockwood had become heavily involved in the proposal and was able to give a lot of local detail, 



he felt the road would pass between the village and the golf course along the line of The Mere. 
Cllr Spendlove-Mason added that the Plan also refers to the possibility of an additional 40,000 homes 
within the corridor of the Expressway. 
Chairman proposed that Mike Lockwood continue pursuing the matter and to keep the item on 
future agendas. He would arrange a meeting with the MP at the appropriate time. 
 

5 TREASURER'S REPORT 
The Treasurer presented the accounts for 2017/18. He thanked David Scott for auditing the accounts. 
He ran through the Governance Statement  and distributed copies which was approved by the 
Meeting and signed. There was £3571 cash in hand. 

 
6 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

PCC –  Keith Cooper explained that there had been a reasonable response to the letter asking for 
donations to help with ongoing repairs at the church. There had been quite a few one off donations. 
He added that he had omitted to ask for Gift Aid authorisation and it would be appreciated if those 
who had donated would sign to approve such. He would contact the donors directly. 
He added that it had been a tortuous process to try and get the Diocese to approve the repair of the 
church following the lead theft. He had a detailed quote for £2,700, it would be slightly less if 
stainless steel were approved. Insurance policy does not cover the theft as the lead was not covered 
by SmartWater, the replacement would be. Despite the delay in repair there had been no obvious 
signs of further damage. 
Gina Handsley remarked that the Diocese should be aware that it could be counter productive to be 
asking for money from residents on the one hand and then allowing the Church to be potentially 
damaged by the delay for the sake of making an early decision. 
Keith advised that Services would now be held at Wistow until the Harvest Festival on 30 September. 
Volunteers would be asked, via FNH, to help clear the churchyard once the lovely flowers had gone 
over. He would also publish a list of the works that might be carried out on a voluntary basis. 
Planning for the extension of the churchyard had been granted, Richard Brooks said he would try and 
get the conveyancing completed as cheaply as possible, following which fencing would be required. 
 
Newton Harcourt Reading Room – Jo Mansfield explained that Lars Thorp would be hosting an 
evening on 13 October and the Harborough Lotto had been launched for local causes. The Reading 
Room had been accepted as such and she would be advising local residents how to apply for tickets. 
Fifty percent of proceeds would come to the Reading Room. 
The Chairman enquired if Jo would still pursue the larger potential Grant available from HDC and she 
confirmed this was now her priority. The Clerk confirmed that he would be happy to help with any 
online form filling etc. 
She concluded by stating that the new Fire Door had been fitted. 
 
FNH – There was nothing further to add. 
 
WI – Jo Mansfield explained that there were 26 members and was going strong 95 years young. 
 
HDC – Cllr Spendlove-Mason said that the Lotto appeared to be a very good scheme with over 20 
groups having applied. 
HDC had been shortlisted for an efficiency award as 1 of the top 5 councils in England which was 
something to be applauded. 
The Local Plan had been submitted up to 2031 including several thousand new homes. 
A Transport Study was taking place along with Leicestershire County Council and Oadby & Wigston 
Council. He did not have the details but seemingly £300,000 had been earmarked and Station 
Road/Newton Lane junction as well as the A6 Great Glen to Newton Lane were mentioned. 



 
Poor’s Land –  Gina Handsley confirmed nothing to report. 

 
7 Affiliated Planning Committee 

Richard Jameson confirmed nothing to report. 
 
8 Election of Officers 

The Clerk was re-appointed. 
The Chairman reminded the Meeting that Richard Jameson had decided to stand down after many 
years of acting as Treasurer, he thanked him for his total integrity and commitment and offered his 
sincere thanks. He explained that Bridget Walker was the sole applicant for the position and been 
proposed and seconded. This was approved by all at the meeting. 
There had been no applications for Chairman, David Baker said he would be happy to continue for a 
while longer and all approved. 

 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Chestnut Cottage 
Cllr Spendlove-Mason gave a personal update following alterations along Post Office Lane, advising 
that the Lane had been considerably enhanced. The Chairman acknowledged this but qualified by 
saying such changes were a matter of opinion. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Spendlove-Mason explained that a number of smaller villages such as Burton Overy and 
Saddington had applied for Neighbourhood Plans, the Chairman explained that we would keep an 
open mind about pursuing such ourselves. 

 
10 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 30th July 2018 at 7.30pm.   
 
  
 
 
 
        
 ….........................................................................      DAVID BAKER  

    


