
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 29th January 2018 at 7.30pm 

 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Jill Jameson, Cllr James Hallam 

There were 19 persons present and 3 officers. 
  

2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD on Monday 30th October 2017 were read, 

 approved and signed. 

 
3 MATTERS ARISING 
 Broadband 

The clerk explained that Superfast Broadband was now available in both Wistow 
and Newton Harcourt. 
 

Defibrillator 
The Chairman explained that the defibrillator had now been installed and an 
excellent training session had also taken place. 
 

Speeding 
The Chairman reported that the officer dealing with the issue was now absent. 
Someone else would pick up the issue and the Chairman would continue to pursue. 
 

Ash Tree 
Mike Lockwood explained that he had not managed to contact Martin Coates yet, 
but would follow this up. 
 

4 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Highways 

The Chairman explained that he had reported the dangerous gulley running 
along the side of Glen Road down to the Archers field. He had also been in 
touch regarding the flooding outside Newton Croft Farm. 
A questionnaire regarding the state of highways had been received and 
would be completed frankly to highlight the negative state of the roads. 
 
Strategic Growth Plan for Leicester and Leicestershire 

This was now in its consultation phase, details would be published on the 
website, but there will also be an event hosted at Great Glen Village Hall on 
3rd March. 
 
Reporting Crime and Disorder 

We have been sent an updated list of local police contacts and there is also a 
Crime App available for those interested. Details to be published on the 
website. 
 
Leics Fire and Rescue Service 

The above service was facing big budget reductions which meant that their 
portion of the Council Tax would have to be increased. 
 
Rural Transport 

The Voluntary Action South Leics project were interested to know of 



settlements where there were significant problems for numbers of residents 
in accessing shopping and other facilities. If anyone was aware of residents 
facing such difficulties, the Chairman asked to be advised. 

 
5 TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer explained that the precept had been submitted and accepted by 
Harborough District Council. 

 
6 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

PCC 
Keith Cooper reported that it had been a reasonable year, however there was still a 
deficit of £1600 which had been made good from the Wistow Appeal Fund. He 
explained that work had now taken place prioritising the repairs and maintenance 
required for St Lukes Church and a letter of appeal and explanation detailing the 
prioritised list would be distributed to all in the village. 
He added that he felt the extension of the graveyard could be a candidate for the 
next Precept. 
He added that the Snowdrop Service would take place on 25 February and the last 
service of the season at St Luke’s would be on the 18 March. 
Finally there would be a Civic Service at the church with local dignataries on 4 
March at 3pm. 
 

FNH 
Catriona Scott explained that the transition of Gypsy Wood to new owners had not 
yet taken place as the solicitor had asked for details of the resignation of the original 
Trustees which could not be conclusively delivered. The Chairman suggested they 
could take out an Indemnity Insurance to get over this. She would chase up. 

 
Reading Room 
Jo Mansfield reported that new electric meters had now been fitted but some 
calibration was required. Three events were planned for this year although there 
were no details yet. She thanked the Poors Land committee for their donation 
towards the cost of a new fire door. In relation to the submission of a request for 
Grant Funding from Harborough District Council, she explained that there had been 
difficulty in completing the online form, so it had not been possible to submit. The 
clerk offered to help if the Reading Room so wished. 

 
Poors Land 
Gina Handsley gave a brief history and overview on the charity as a refresher to all 
and particularly for the benefit of new residents. Copy of which would be made 
available on the Parish website. She went on to explain that 2 beneficiaries had 
received £200 each and £400 had been donated to the Reading Room for the new 
fire door, leaving a balance of £292.02. Peter Thornton was thanked for auditing the 
accounts. 
Should any resident of the village require financial assistance they can apply in 
confidence to the Chair Rachel Kellett.  
 

HDC 
Grahame Spendlove-Mason explained that Harborough as with other Councils 
depended on raising money through business rates given that government grants 
had reduced considerably. Fortunately HDC had Magna Park, nevertheless the 



HDC part of Council Tax would also increase this year. 
He added that in relation to the Strategic Local Plan, an event had been organised 
at Great Glen Village Hall on the 20th February at 5.30, this would be addressed by 
an expert from the Campaign to Protect Rural England. 
Roger Jones raised the issue of parking in Greta Glen again as it was such a 
problem, the Chairman advised this should be raised at the Great Glen Parish 
Council and GSM offered to take the matter forward. 
 

 

7 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 Footbridge near Wistow Church 

Bob Clayton explained that he had reported what he considered to be the 
dangerous footbridge over the river Sence. He would keep the meeting updated. 

 
Re-election of Officers 
The Chairman reminded the meeting that the 3 Parish Meeting officers had to be 
elected at each April meeting. He explained that he and the Treasurer had decided 
not to stand for re-election this year and notices would be posted asking for 
nominations for the 2 positions. 

 

8 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WAS arranged for Monday 30th April 2018 

at 7.30pm. 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 ..............................................................................D BAKER   


