
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 31st July 2017 at 8pm 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Grahame Spendlove-Mason, Jill Jameson, Rachel Kellett, Sue Goddard, 

Mitesh Soma 
There were 18 persons present including 3 officers.  

 David Baker – Chairman, Richard Jameson – Treasurer, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 24th April 2017 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

Broadband 
The Clerk had circulated by email an update from the Superfast Broadband Project  on the latest situation 
regarding Wistow and Newton Harcourt. The engineering for Newton Harcourt had now been completed and 
the Project was now waiting for Providers to come forward with offers to residents. This was expected in the 
next couple of weeks. The clerk explained that he had also been chasing the Wistow installation and been 
advised that engineering was more difficult and required some overhead cabling. Richard Brooks added that 
he had also chased and escalated the matter as much as he was able to. It was felt that there was little more 
that could be done at this point other than continue chasing. 
 
Village Well 
Bob Clayton reported that there was still no further progress with this and suggested putting it on the back 
burner for 12 months until he had something tangible to report. This was agreed.  

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
 Defibrillator 

The Chairman explained that he had not proceeded with the purchase of the defibrillator so far as following a 
meeting with Father Phillip it was clear that there could be a number of items about which the Parish might 
want to request donations from residents. He felt that agreement for such requests should come from a 
Parish Meeting. 
However, we had recently received an anonymous commitment from a villager to pay for the defibrillator. 
Jo Mansfield suggested that the defibrillator could be paid for by the Reading Room, as a charity no VAT 
would be liable. 
This was agreed and the Chairman would liaise with Jo. Anthony Goddard would organise the electrician, the 
cost of which would be met from a future event. 
The Chairman added that ongoing running costs would be approximately £240 over 8 years. 
 
St Lukes Church 
The Chairman reported on his recent meeting with the Vicar and Keith Cooper. There was a pressing need 
to expand the churchyard to accommodate more burials whilst the fabric of the church was also in need of 
attention. The Wistow Estate had generously donated a strip of land for the extension but there would still 
be a need to cover legal costs, new fencing, labour etc. 
The PCC did not have funds to meet these. 
Following discussion it was felt that a letter to residents of the village should be sent by the PCC, but that it 
should incorporate estimated costs for both the churchyard and the fabric improvements.        
There had already been some discussion amongst villagers regarding tidying the graveyard and it was agreed 
to meet on Saturday 5th August at 11 to carry out that work. 
Bob Clayton suggested that the PCC should offer Roger Gryzb the opportunity to maintain the graveyard long 
term and the clerk was asked to put the suggestion to Keith Cooper for the PCC to consider 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
The Chairman explained that he had met Matthew Bills from HDC to discuss Neighbourhood Plans and he 
reported that if we did put together a plan we would be the smallest village by far to do so and it would seem 
to be an awful lot of work for probably little benefit. Richard Brooks added he had looked into this and also 
could not see the benefit for our Parish. The Chairman suggested we should not pursue. This was agreed by 
the meeting. 



 
Village Footway 
The Chairman reminded the meeting of the information provided at the last meeting, that funding of new 
footways was not something that the County Council could afford in these times of severe cutbacks. He had 
asked for a quote for the work though in order for the meeting to have an understanding of the amounts of 
money required. The Council would charge £110 per square metre for this kind of work which would amount 
to around £15,000 for a footway at the western end of the village. The meeting felt this was too large an 
amount to be raised by the village. 

 
5 TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer explained that last year’s accounts had been accepted by Harborough District Council and 
returned to him. 

 
6 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

HDC – Cllr Hallam gave details of the Leaders Project Grant which the Reading Room may be able to benefit 
from. Contact details were given to Jo Mansfield. 
He gave some details about the housing developments taking place in and around Great Glen. Their 
Neighbourhood Plan had now been ratified and was due to go to referendum in the village. Roger Jones 
asked if there were any plans to improve parking in Great Glen, Cllr Hallam agreed to raise the matter. 
Bob Clayton asked what road improvements might follow from the development planned on Newton Lane, 
Cllr Hallam explained that was not his area and suggested contacting Oadby & Wigston Borough Council. 
 
FNH – Bob Clayton explained that a letter had been sent to Newton Croft Farm about them taking ownership 
of Gypsy Wood. 
 
Newton Harcourt Reading Room – Jo Mansfield explained that the AGM would take place on the 7 August, 
the quiz event would now take place on 11 November. 
 
PCC –  Richard Brooks explained nothing further to report. 
 
Poor’s Land –  Nothing to report. 
 

7 AFFILIATED PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Richard Jameson explained that plans had been passed for 2 Block Cottage, the neighbours were content, the 
plans having now been amended. 

 
8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Speeding 
Mike Lockwood explained that he had noticed a big increase in speeding in the village, which seemed partly 
due to some drivers accelerating between the traffic squeezes. He felt we needed to get the police traffic 
camera into the village, Martin Guiver added that it was also large farm traffic that was speeding although 
this wasn’t felt to be Newton Croft Farm. It was agreed that the Chairman should contact the authorities to 
endeavour to organise speed camera surveillance. 

 
9 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 30th October 2017 at 8pm.   
 
  
 
 
 
        
 ….........................................................................      DAVID BAKER   
   


