
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 24th April 2017 at 8pm 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Peter Thornton, Mary Thornton, Richard Jameson, Barbara Baker, Pat 

Clayton, Roger Jones, Margaret Jones 
There were 17 persons present including 2 officers. 

  
 David Baker – Chairman, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 30th January 2017 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

Website 
The Chairman reported that he felt the website was developing well with regular news items and 
interesting contributions in particular from David Scott and his Nature Notes and Richard Jameson’s 
Astronomy articles. He reminded the meeting that the minutes from these meetings are posted on 
the website. 
 
Broadband 
The Clerk explained that he had now been advised that the rollout of superfast broadband to the 
Parish would not now be complete before the end of June 2017. It did feel that the project was just 
continually pushed into the next quarter without any communication of what was planned when and 
why. The Clerk had invited the project team to the meeting but they had to cancel at short notice. 
They did offer to attend a special meeting. The Parish Meeting agreed unanimously that this should 
happen and the clerk agreed to arrange.  
It was explained by a member of the meeting with knowledge of OpenReach that there was no 
internal plan yet established for the work to go ahead. 
 
Kissing Gate 
The Chairman expressed his gratitude and that of the village for all of the work carried out by Mike 
Lockwood, Finlay Stuart, Graham Wilson, Gina Handsley, Peter Thornton, Bob Clayton and Graham 
Handsley in tidying up Kissing Gate and the neighbouring jitty, it had been a lot of work over a 
number of months and had produced splendid results. 
He also thanked Martin Guiver and Keith Cooper for their swift resolution of the blocked gutters at St 
Lukes church. 
 
Village Well 
Bob Clayton reported that there was no further progress with this. He would continue to pursue. 
 
Litter 
The clerk reported that HDC had very quickly turned up following his contact and cleared Glen Road 
of litter. Keith Cooper explained that FNH had carried out a small litter pick along Wistow Road. 

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
 In Memory 

The Chairman reported on the passing of 2 very well known members from the Parish. John Walker 
and Edwyn Bale. They would be sorely missed. 
 
Cherry and Terry 
The Chairman explained that he had written to Cherry and Terry and delivered the £205 of gardening 
vouchers which had been donated. Cherry had been back in touch and was delighted with the gift. 



 
Defibrillator 
The Chairman explained that the British Heart Foundation had closed its public scheme of support to 
purchase a defibrillator, the cost now would be £990 + VAT from St John’s. As there was a need for an 
electricity supply the Reading Room was the obvious location and an electrician would need to 
connect up the equipment, although not central to the village it was the venue where the largest 
groups of people met. This was agreed by those present. 
There was discussion on the amount of training required and Cred Hughes explained that Sue Hughes 
would carry out any training needed for which she was thanked. 
There was further discussion on the best way of funding the purchase: 

Collecting voluntary donations from villagers – Pam Herbert volunteered to be a collector if 
that was agreed 
Taking the money from the Precept 
Raising the money at a village event 

It was agreed that voluntary donations would be sought and any remaining balance would be met 
from the proceeds of a future village event. 
The Chairman was asked to contact St John’s to start the process and the method of contacting 
villagers for donations would be agreed once he had a reply. 
 
Bus Service 
The Chairman reported that as expected he had received a negative response from both the County 
Council and Arriva who had stated categorically that a bus service through the village was not 
tenable. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
The Chairman reminded the meeting that while we had touched on the subject of a Neighbourhood 
Plan for the Parish and it was felt that the total Parish area was too small to warrant the work 
required to produce one, surrounding villages either had produced or were producing Plans. The 
Chairman pointed out that as he understood it a Plan would help give direction based on the views of 
locals regarding any potential developments in the Parish. 
Councillors Hallam and Spendlove-Mason added that Harborough District Council were not currently 
looking at development of small villages, but without a Plan there would be less leverage in 
influencing any future developments. 
The Chairman agreed to look further at this area in time for the next meeting.  
 
Village Footway 
The Chairman explained that he had contacted the County Council regarding the possibility of a 
footway linking the properties at either end of the village to the existing footway running through the 
village, but had been told funds were not available, Cllr Hallam had received the same response. As 
the Public Rights of Way and Footpaths Inspector was meeting the Clerk and Chairman on Thursday 
regarding the works carried out by the village, the Chairman would also raise the matter with him. 

 
5 TREASURER'S REPORT 

As the Treasurer was unable to attend tonights meeting the Chairman presented the accounts for 
2016/17. He thanked Paul Mitchell for all his work auditing the accounts over the previous 14 years 
and David Scott for auditing these accounts. 
The Chairman ran through the Governance Statement which was approved by the meeting and 
signed. 
He then distributed copies of the 2016/17 Statement pointing out that there had been an increase in 
spending due to the startup costs of creating the website. The Statement was approved by the 
Meeting and signed. 



 
6 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

HDC – Cllr Hallam reminded the Meeting that the Boundary Commission were planning to reduce the 
number of HDC councillors from 37 to 34. The Glen Ward would gain a few villages if the plans were 
adopted. The changes would not be in effect for the coming elections. 
He added that HDC had allocated 15k to help with enforcement to prevent dog fouling and that there 
were a number of court cases pending regarding fly tipping. 
 
FNH – The annual Easter Egg hunt had been very successful. 
The KR111 evening jointly organised with the Reading Room had been a great success. 
A quiz evening was planned for the 9 September. 
 
Newton Harcourt Reading Room – Jo Mansfield confirmed that the KR111 evening had raised £1100. 
It was hoped to carry out some work improving the kitchen. 
David Baker had agreed to sit on the committee to create the link to the Parish Meeting. 
The AGM was to be held on 24 July. 
 
PCC –  Keith Cooper thanked Martin Guiver for his swift action in clearing the gutters at St Lukes. St 
Lukes would now be closed for the season, Services would be held at Wistow until Harvest Festival. 
He added that it was intended to make the Harvest Festival more of a village event than a church 
event and was working with FNH to achieve this. 
 
Poor’s Land –  Nothing to report. 
 
WI – There had been a members evening where someone from the visually impaired charity TORCH 
had given a very interesting talk. 

 
7 AFFILIATED PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Nothing to report. 
 
8 Election of Officers 

The Chairman explained that Richard Jameson had decided to stand down after many years of acting 
as Treasurer, he would remain in post for a further 12 months unless someone wished to take on the 
role. No volunteer was forthcoming, therefore, it was unanimously agreed to reappoint Richard as 
Treasurer. 
The Chairman and Clerk were also unanimously reappointed to their positions. 

 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Bridleway 
Bob Clayton asked if action could be taken regarding the terrible state the Bridleway had been left in 
by Western Power. The clerk explained that this would be one of the items covered with the 
Footpaths Inspector on Thursday. 

 
10 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 31st July 2017 at 8pm.   
 
  
 
 
 
        
 ….........................................................................      DAVID BAKER  



    


