
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 
Monday 30th January 2017 at 8pm 
 
1 APOLOGIES were received from Paul Mitchell, Ros Mitchell, Jill Jameson, Barbara Baker, Pat Clayton, 

Rachael and Mike Kellett 
There were 18 persons present including 3 officers. 

  
 David Baker – Chairman, Richard Jameson – Treasurer, Graham Handsley - Clerk 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 31st October 2016 were read, approved and signed. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING 

Website 
The Chairman reported that he had had a number of positive comments about the website including 
from people outside of the village. 
 
Broadband 
The Clerk confirmed the information sent out in December that due to some engineering difficulties 
the rollout of superfast broadband to the Parish would not now be complete before the end of 
March 2017. While disappointing this would still be 9 months ahead of the original announced go live 
date. The Clerk would follow up progress towards the end of February 
 
Kissing Gate 
The Chairman explained that the tree causing concern by leaning over the footpath had now been 
removed by the County Council. 
 
Village Well 
Bob Clayton reported that he was waiting a reply from the local College from which he was hoping to 
enter an arrangement for the building work to be completed as part of an apprentice bricklayer 
scheme. 
 
Defibrillator 
The Chairman explained that the British Heart Foundation had closed its public scheme of support to 
purchase a defibrillator, he was now contacting the Red Cross to see if they would be able to help. 
 
Bus Service 
The Chairman reported that he was particularly angry with the lack of response from Arriva despite 
him having written 3 letters enquiring about the possibility of a bus service through Newton Harcourt. 
He had also been in touch with Leicestershire County Council and was not surprised to learn that 
they no longer have the funds to offer support to loss making routes.  
Emma Couper added that children no longer get school transport so would also use a suitable service. 
The Chairman will continue to chase Arriva but did not expect a positive result. 
 

 
4 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
 Cherry and Terry 

Given that Cherry and Terry had now moved out of the village after more than 30 years the Chairman 
wanted to acknowledge all they had both given to the village over those years, a lot of which was 
unknown to many and unsung. There was overwhelming support for the Chairman’s sentiments and 
it was agreed that the Chairman should send a letter on behalf of the village to them expressing 
gratitude for all they had done.  



Martin Guiver further proposed that a gift should also be purchased which was unanimously agreed 
by all present. It was agreed that gardening vouchers should be purchased. Donations would be 
requested and the Clerk was asked to send an email to those villagers on the Parish Meeting email 
list/post notes in doors to ensure widest distribution. 
 
The Chairman then explained that he had been to a Parishes meeting where Harborough District 
Council explained they were trying to clamp down on fly-tipping. He also reaffirmed that dog owners 
not picking up after their pet would be fined.  
 
Finally, he added that Fleckney Parish Council were having an Open meeting regarding their 
proposed Neighbourhood Plan in February. 

 
5 TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer explained he had submitted the agreed Precept of £3112 (including £2000 for the 
Reading Room ongoing works), the Clerk had sent the minutes confirming the approval of the 
Meeting, but as a reply had not been received the Treasurer asked that the Meeting confirm their 
approval at this meeting. This was agreed unanimously. 

 
6 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

FNH –  Catriona Scott explained that £310 had been raised at the Carol singing event, approximately 
£800 had been raised at the very successful 60’s night.  
An event has been jointly arranged with the Reading Room Committee for March 11th. This would be 
a talk by Fraser Gilbert recalling his story bringing Richard 111 from the car park to Leicester 
Cathedral. There would also be an Easter Egg hunt arranged.  
The Chairman congratulated the committee for their successful work. 
 
PCC –  Keith Cooper gave a detailed account. He said there had been an increase in income due to 
the number of weddings and funerals that had taken place. There were also a number of outstanding 
work items on the Churches which came to a significant sum. He explained that overall the PCC were 
struggling to match receipts with expenditure and without the Wistow Appeal Fund the PCC would 
be significantly in debt, but the fund would only last for a few more years. He added that Father 
Phillip was looking to launch an appeal during this year to try and bridge the gap. He said that it 
would be helpful if a meeting could take place between the PCC and the Chairman of the Parish 
Meeting to see if there were any other actions that could be taken to help. A number of suggestions 
were made including holding Family Services at the Church. The Chairman agreed to the meeting and 
Keith agreed to arrange. 

 
Poor’s Land –  Gina Handsley thanked Roger Jones for all his work over the years and his thorough 
and thoughtful handover. The committee had agreed that the 2 eligible beneficiaries should receive 
£200 each and this had occurred. The committee had also agreed to make a donation of £400 to the 
Reading Room leaving a balance of £292.02. Thanks to Terry for auditing the accounts. 

 
Newton Harcourt Reading Room – Jo Mansfield offered formal thanks to both Terry and Cherry for 
all they had done for the Reading Room. Terry had carried out maintenance and tidying up around 
the Reading Room, so there would need to be similar help provided in the future.  
Jo held a key to the building as did Roger Jones. 
Jo pointed out that tickets for the KR111 event were selling fast. 
Anthony Goddard highlighted the need to find some Grant funding to replace the asbestos roof 
which was proving difficult, he estimated it would cost up to £16,000, meanwhile work would 
continue to improve the kitchen. 
Jo added that with Cherry’s departure there would need to be a representative from the Parish 



Meeting on the RR committee, there was some discussion and the Chairman asked that the matter 
be left with him to take forward.  

 
WI – Jo Mansfield reported that there had been a good January meeting with Judit from the village 
providing an excellent aromatherapy massage evening. She added that some younger women had 
also joined. 

 
7 AFFILIATED PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Treasurer explained that the extension to the Deli at Wistow had been approved. 
 
8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Footpath 
Bob Clayton spoke about the need for the footpath in the village to be extended at both ends of the 
village in order to link all properties safely within the village. There was discussion which highlighted 
the fact that traffic had increased significantly over the years and there were now a large number of 
families with children in the village.  
This was seconded by Roger Jones and supported by the Meeting. 
The Chairman agreed to take forward again to see if he could get someone to attend a future 
meeting, but he also reminded the meeting of the huge reduction in budget suffered by the 
Highways department at Leicestershire County Council.  
 
Litter 
The amount of litter on the verges of Glen Road was discussed, Catriona Scott explained that a litter 
pick would be arranged by the Friends of Newton Harcourt, in the meantime the Clerk would contact 
Harborough DC and request some action. 
 
Churchyard 
A great job had been carried out by volunteers last year to clear the churchyard and it was hoped 
that a similar effort could take place this year in order to keep on top of it. 
 
Mike Kellett 
Roger Jones wished Mike well in his recovery and this was supported by all present. 

 
9 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING was arranged for Monday 24th April 2017 at 8pm.  The Meeting 

closed at 9.15pm. 
 
  
 
 
 
        
 ….........................................................................      DAVID BAKER  

     


