
WISTOW CUM NEWTON HARCOURT PARISH MEETING 

 

Monday 31st October 2016 

 

1 APOLOGIES were received from Mrs B Baker, Mrs P Clayton, Mr G Handsley 

 (Clerk), Mrs  G Jameson and Cllr G Spendlove-Mason.  There were 12 persons 

 present including 2  officers. 

 

 Due to the absence of the Clerk Miss C Rae-Smith took the Minutes. 

  

2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD on Monday 25th July 2016 were read, 

 approved and signed. 

 

3 MATTERS ARISING 

 There were no matters arising. 

 

4 TREASURER'S REPORT 

 The Treasurer proposed a Precept bid of £3112 including £2,000 for the Newton 

 Harcourt Reading Room.  This was proposed by Mr R Jones, seconded by Mrs B 

 Walker and passed unanimously.  The Treasurer reminded the Meeting that the cost 

 of the Parish  Website would have to be paid out of the Precept but as the 

 Government may put a freeze on Parish Precepts he was at present unable to raise 

 the Precept bid above £3112. 

 

 Mr R Clayton hoped there would be sufficient funds to finance the construction of 

 the well in Post Office Lane.  It was suggested that funds could be raised from 

 individuals or the FNH or could be included in next year's Precept bid. 

 

 

5 PARISH WEBSITE 

 A Parish website is beneficial for small villages.  There was more work to be carried 

 out and the PCC and WI would be approached for their contribution. 

 

 

6 BROADBAND 

 Although no specific date had been given it had been confirmed that fibre optic 

 broadband would be available for Newton Harcourt and Wistow by the end of the 

 year.  Residents would need to contact their service providers to be upgraded. 

 

 

7 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS 

 The Chairman reported that Newton Lane was due to be temporarily closed at the 

 junction with Glen Road from 7th November for up to 2 weeks. 

 

 The Chairman asked whether Wistow and Newton Harcourt should appoint a tree 

 warden although he considered most large trees were the responsible of the Council 

 but all residents should be vigilant with those trees on their own properties.  Concern 

 was expressed at the state of some trees along Kissing Gate.  The Chairman agreed to 



 look into the matter.   

 

 DISTRICT COUNCIL - Cllr Hallam reported that due to the large number of 

 Harborough residents who had paid for a green bin collection the extra revenue 

 generated would be used to improve the service. 

 

 The Boundary Commission had proposed a number of changes which was causing 

 some consternation such as including Daventry with Fleckney, Gilmorton and 

 Foxton.  No account had been taken of 1500 houses due to be built in the Lubbenham 

 area, neither had the Commission addressed area associations.  HDC would be 

 making representations to the Commission.  Cllr Hallam did confirm that there would 

 be no changes to Wistow and Newton Harcourt Parish. 

 

 As a number of railway passengers were now using the cheaper car parks in Market 

 Harborough to avoid the £12 per day charge at the railway station car park there was 

 to be an increase in car park charges in Market Harborough.  It was proposed that the 

 70p charge be increased to £1 with £6 for over a four hour stay.  Local businesses 

 were concerned at this would affect trade.  A vote would be taken later in the 

 year. 

 

 At the next Parish Liaison Meeting there was to be a discussion on finances and 

 budgeting for 2017.  Other discussions would include reports on planning, problems 

 caused by fly tipping, antisocial behaviour and speeding. 

 

 There had been a large number of planning applications for houses to be built in 

 Great Glen.  Cllr Hallam considered that Great Glen had had sufficient development 

 and was being targeted by builders before the Great Glen Neighbourhood Plan was 

 finalised as this would give the village some protection.  It was to be hoped that 

 developers would not turn their attention to Wistow and Newton Harcourt although 

 there was a lack of infrastructure. 

 

 Mr R Jones commented on the problems of parking at the Co-Op and Post Office in 

 Great Glen.  Cllr Hallam stated that this would have to be addressed in light of the 

 proposed housing developments. 

 

 FNH –  £1,000 had been donated to the Reading Room to support its fund raising for 

 a new kitchen.   Mr A Goddard reported on other problems that could arise with the 

 Reading Room, in particular the roof.  If this needed replacing it would cost  

 approximately £15,000 to £20,000 and be beyond what could be raised by the village. 

 Three events were currently being organised: a 60's evening on 11th November with 

 tickets at £15; a children's advent treasure hunt and craft session on November 27th 

 with a request for donations for a hamper raffle; the annual Carol Singing on  

 December 20th in aid of Loros and Rainbows. 

 

 PCC –  The Carol Service would take place on 11th December at St Luke's followed 

 by drinks at The Manor. 

  

 POORLANDS –  The next Meeting to be held in December would decide on the 



 allocation of funds to applicants. 

 

 READING ROOM – Work was to begin next month on the gents' loo. 

 

 WI – Meetings were continuing to be well supported with the AGM coming up soon. 

 

 

6 AFFILIATED PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 An application had been received regarding the building of a menage and stables on 

 land south of the canal.  The Parish had made no comment. 

 

 Highways were awaiting initial payment from Mrs M Spendlove-Mason before 

 beginning road widening work on Post Office Lane. 

 

 An application to build an indoor swimming pool at The Oaks was being considered 

 by HDC planning dept. 

  

 

7 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 Mr B Clayton explained that firms were not interested in the small scale project of 

 the well on Post Office Lane.  He had now approached a college which ran 

 apprentice brick layer schemes. 

 

 The Chairman reported on his investigations into the installation of a defibrillator in 

 Newton Harcourt.  It was essential to gain the support of the East Midlands 

 Ambulance Service.  One of their concerns would be where the appliance would be 

 sited as it would need to be connected to an electricity supply.  Mr D Scott asked 

 about the number of trainees that would be needed.  The Chairman believed there 

 would be many volunteers and training involved 2 or 3 evenings.  Concern was also 

 expressed at the cost of £1,000 although this was not considered by some to be too 

 high a price for the benefit of saving a life. 

 

 A request was made that the Meeting should enquire whether a bus service through 

 Newton Harcourt was feasible.  The Meeting was reminded that a bus service was 

 provided many years ago but was not financially viable to bus companies. 

  

8 THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WAS arranged for Monday 30th January 

 2017  at 8pm.  The  Meeting closed at 9.05pm. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 D BAKER            


